I. Introduction
The thirty years of reform and opening has been a historical era, one that has witnessed China's drive toward modernization. During these thirty years, China's economy and society have undergone a "once in a thousand years" period of change, achieving unprecedented success from its development. In the period from 1978 to 2007, China's percapita GDP increased from 217 US dollars per person to 2,360 US dollars per person, increasing annually by an average of 8.6 percent, thus resulting in China's historical leap from a low-income country to a moderate-income country.
2 China's human development index (HDI) has increased from 0.56 to 0.78, approaching the "high level" of development (an HDI higher than 0.8); already, over 30 percent of the total population in China has reached this "high level" of development. 3 The speed and scale of China's development are not only far higher than those of other countries during the same period, but even in historical terms, are an example of something few and far hu angang between.
4 The "China Miracle" has turned from a dream into a reality, and the "Chinese Model" has gone from being merely a topic of interest to winning widespread recognition.
In analyzing China's reform and transformation, we fi nd that it is, in truth, a combination of transformations of the largest scale in the history. We also fi nd that these transformations are interrelated, intertwined, and interactive, including not only the transformation of the economic and political system, but also social transformation, the transformation of the style of governance, and opening to the world. But what has counted most in this multiplex of transformations has been the transformation of government functions, which is what provided the political and social basis for China to successfully realize its "market transformation," "political transformation," "social transformation," and "opening to the world."
5 The force behind China's economic wonder that has emerged over past thirty years has been the Chinese government; on one hand, it has acted as the guide, designer, and propeller of reform, while also taking the initiative in undertaking self-reform, self-adjustment, and self-adaptation; on the other hand, however, the government, as an integral part of the traditional system itself, has inevitably been the main subject of reform, and has created barriers to the deepening of reform and sided with vested interests against reform. Although this governmental transition and multifaceted transformation has had only thirty years for these competing forces to interact and adapt to each other, there have nonetheless been revolutionary and radical changes, changes that have been realized through gradual reform; it has been a process that has seen rational cooperation and power sharing between the government and the market and between the government and society, thus forming a model of social transformation and development with Chinese characteristics.
